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QUARTERLY MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR    September 2017/Issue No. 11 

 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

  

During the past quarter engagement with non-reporting States remained a top priority for 

the Committee.  In this regard, I have written to the remaining sixteen non-reporting Sates 

to encourage them to send the Committee their first report in line with resolutions 1540 

(2004) and 2325 (2016).  A positive development in this regard is that in July Mauritania 

invited our supporting Group of Experts to assist in the drafting of its first national report.  

Also, I am glad to report that Timor-Leste invited the 1540 Experts to a national workshop 

in October for the same purpose. 

 

The 1540 Committee is continuing to work with Member States and regional and sub-

regional organisations to help them to develop and advance their voluntary 1540 National 

Implementation Action Plans.  In September, with the support of the Regional Centre for 

Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD), our Experts participated in 

two events that were held with senior officials of Mongolia and Tajikistan:  first, to assist 

Mongolia in the development of its National Implementation Action Plan; second to review 

the progress of implementation of Tajikistan’s current National Implementation Action 

Plan.  

 

It is clear that learning from each other’s experience helps Member States with their 

effective implementation of the resolution.  In this regard, a trilateral meeting was held in 

August in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, as part of a peer review process between Belarus, 

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, on resolution 1540 (2004) implementation.  This event was also 

conducted with the help of UNRCPD, and in collaboration with the Organisation for 

Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).  I welcome the report submitted by Belarus 

to the Committee on the outcomes of this tri-lateral peer review process in which the States 

concerned have proposed a workshop with other countries in the Central Asian region in 

order to share their experience of this process to further promote effective implementation 

of resolution 1540 (2004). 

 

In a continuation of efforts to enhance the capacity and understanding of the role of 

national Points of Contact on resolution 1540 (2004), in August a training course was 

hosted by China in Xi’an for States in the Asia-Pacific Region.  The aim of the training 

course was to provide the participants from States with an in-depth knowledge of the 

obligations under resolution 1540 (2004) and their implementation, as well of those of the 

follow-on resolutions, in particular resolution 2325 (2016).  The course also provided an 

opportunity to strengthen cooperation and interaction among the national Points of Contact 

and with the Committee.  The instruction was undertaken by the 1540 Group of Experts 

with support from representatives of key international organisations including the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the International Criminal Police 

Organisation (INTERPOL), the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW), the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Asia-Pacific Group on 

Money Laundering (APG).  The United States also contributed instructors.  This support is 

essential to the conduct of these training courses.  This was the second training course for 

Asia-Pacific States and the fourth regional training course overall.  To build a network of 

1540 national Points of Contact takes time and effort.  I am most grateful to those countries 

that have hosted these courses.  So far Chile, China and the Russian Federation have 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1540(2004)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1540(2004)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2325(2016)
http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/documents/Final%20Document%20Trilateral%201540%20Peer-Review%20Dushanbe%202017.pdf
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fulfilled this role.  I look forward to maintaining the momentum of these courses in 2018 

with countries that are ready to help in this regard.  

 

The Group of Experts participated in other regional and theme-specific events organised in 

cooperation with international and regional organisations.  The Committee was able to 

carry through its plans for regional outreach to industry through an event in Latin America 

for the Pacific Alliance countries and Brazil.  It was hosted by Mexico with the support of 

Germany.  This event brought together government regulators and private industry 

representatives, as well as the World Customs Organisation.  The event once more 

confirmed the value of the Committee’s decision to adopt a regional approach as a key 

element in the engagement with industry. 

 

A further opportunity to interact with industry was offered by participation in the 2017 

Chemical Safety and Security Conference (CHEMSS 2017) held in Shanghai in September.  

CHEMSS 2017 gathered together over 300 participants from governments, industry and 

civil society, from 47 (mainly developing) countries.  

 

Participation in regional events organised by the OPCW in Africa not only gave our 

participating Experts an opportunity to promote resolution 1540 obligations in relation to 

chemical security but also, in two events in The Gambia and Cameroon, to meet officials 

from five of the African non-reporting States.  

 

Another theme we were able to take up in this quarter, in collaboration with UNODC, was 

measures to prevent proliferation financing.  This is a subject that is among those 

mentioned in resolution 2325 (2016) to which more attention should be paid.  We were 

given the opportunity for an Expert to participate in two events; one in Sri Lanka and the 

other in Nepal.  These workshops also gave the Expert the opportunity to discuss the 

implementation of other 1540 obligations with the national authorities concerned.  

 

In closing, I must express my gratitude to those Member States that have made 

contributions that have made these outreach events possible, whether by direct financial 

contributions or in kind through hosting events.  Similarly, I would like to acknowledge the 

support of those international organisations that have participated in the Committee’s 

events and invited us to participate in theirs.  These contributions serve to illustrate the 

collaborative nature of resolution 1540 (2004) that is essential to the successful 

implementation of its obligations. 

 

Visit www.un.org/en/sc/1540 for detailed information on resolution 1540. 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540

